
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 

 
 
Issue 189                           April 2011 

Chairmanõs Thoughts 

The Chinese have recently welcomed in their New Year the year of the Rabbit, I believe that if 1st 
Reading had its own New Year calendar it would say on the front cover   ò2011 the year of the 
boathouseó. 
 

We are so near to completing our wonderful new building to be known officially as the ôWychotes 
YMCA Waterside Activity Centreõ to give it its full title, I can hardly believe it. It is a year since the 
contractors moved onto site to begin the mammoth task of building our waterside centre. I called an 
Extraordinary Group Executive Meeting in February 2010 to announce the building work was about 
to commence, at that meeting I unveiled a ships bell which I have donated to the group. I rang the 
bell at the meeting where I told members the next time they heard the bell ring would be inside the 
new building.  
 

I am delighted now to say I have kept to my word. On Saturday night 5th March 2011, I rang the 
bell once again, this time I rang to announce dinner was about to be served as a óMemorial Dinnerô 
for our late President Mr Harry Beckett. I felt it was most appropriate to hold the first event in our 
new building in memory of Harry, who dedicated 86 years of his life to 1st Reading; it was therefore 

my pleasure to invite former Scouts of Harry's generation to gather with 
current Leaders and Exec Members, to share this special moment in our 
Groups 103 year history. Six scouts attended to act as our waiters, my 
thanks go to them for the wonderful job they did. 
 

Our President Mr Steve Sherwood delivered a very touching speech 
recalling Harryõs life.  The Beckett family have donated a photograph of 
Harry along with his Scouting awards such as his Silver Acorn Medal 
and certificates. Make sure you all take time to look at them, Harry will 
be looking down on us; his photograph has been placed so that you see it 
when you enter the building. During the evening, our Scout Leader in 
charge Mike Davidson presented a Scout Thanks Badge to Mr Vic Hills, 

recently retired YMCA Chief Executive, in recognition of some 30 years association with 1st 
Reading. Vic was also presented with a Directors Chair saying òVIC HILLS (YMCA) RETIREDó, we 
hope Vic will enjoy sitting on the boathouse veranda in his chair, watching the Scouts on the water. 
I wish you a long and happy retirement Vic; it has been a pleasure to work with you. 
 

It is with no doubt that all members of 1st Reading along with parents are keen to see for 
themselves the facilities our new building has to offer. We will be showing you all around as we 
return to the water this spring. The official Opening Ceremony is in the planning stages, it will be a 
big event but as yet no date has been fixed. I am looking forward to a very special summer; I hope 
the sun shines on us all. 

Kevin Ware ð Group Chairman 
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Editors Comments 

 Vic Hills retired after 24 years as Chief Executive Officer of Reading 
YMCA on 28th February 2011. He returned to Reading in 1987 having 
previously been Youth Work Secretary in the 1970s. Vic also spent time 
at Maidstone and Birmingham YMs.  The YMCA will miss his energy 
and enthusiasm.  
 

Vic has been a much valued friend and supporter of the Group from 
the beginning and I know that past and present Leaders and Group 
Executive can all tell stories where Vic has made the difference 
between carrying on or giving up when problems have occurred.  

Sometimes it was just a quiet moment of prayer but Vic was always there. We also owe a great deal 
for his support and that of the YMCA with raising money for building the new Boathouse and all its 
negotiations. 
 

As Kevin reported the Group were very proud to honour Vic at the recent Harry Beckett memorial 
dinner when Mike Davidson ð Group Leader in Charge presented Vic with the ôScout Thanks 
Badgeõ. We know that Vic will continue to support the Group and we will not be saying good-bye, 
but we wish him and his wife Mary a long and happy retirement. 
 

Boathouse: The completion draws near so hereõs to the future while looking at the past: 
 

< Boathouse as it looked in 
    1940 as   painted by Geoff 
    Beckett 
 

Boathouse as it looked in 1990 
>

 

 
 
 

 

 

Boathouse in the floods of January 2003  Boathouse 1st January 2005          Boathouse 9th January 2005 
 
< Boathouse Sept 
2010  
 
 
 
 
 

Boathouse March 
2011 > 

 
Stephen Sherwood ð Editor 
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Sea 

The 1st Reading YMCA Sea Scouts have always been linked to the River Thames. I recall the long 
rope hanging from a tree at the boathouse, where we used to swing and drop into the water for a 
swim. On another occasion I was being given a ôliftõ in a 2 seater kayak across to the promenade (a 
short cut home!) when we overturned and I got soaked and was taken home by one of the leaders. 
A Scout friend who lived near had already told my parents òDonõt worry, Ken has fallen in the 
river!ó 
 

The old boathouse was built; destroyed by fire; a new boathouse is soon to be opened. Things 
change; We change, but the old song goes òOld Father Thames keeps rolling along, down to the 
mighty sea.ó 
 

Another thing that never changes is Godõs love for you and me. Whatever we are, whatever we do 
or say, young or old, rich or poor, clever or not too bright; we are ALL loved by God, who knows us 
better than we ourselves. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

A schoolboy had financial problems and wrote to his grandmother asking her to send him a pound 
(a lot of money in those days!) She wrote back, not with a pound, but giving him advice about not 
being extravagant. A few days later he wrote back, òDearest Grandma, I hope you will not think I 
was disappointed you didnõt send me any money. It was kind of you to give me good advice. I sold 
you letter for four pounds ten shillings. òThe schoolboy was later to be King George V. His 
grandma was Queen Victoria. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

A Scouting committee were deciding on the fittings for a new boathouse. They wanted it to be 
better than that of a nearby Troop. Someone suggested having a chandelier. The chairman said 
òYou can talk all night about a chandelier for the boathouse, but what I say is this. It seems to me 
there are three reasons why we shouldnõt waste money on such a thing. First thereõs nobody here 
who can spell chandelier; secondly Iõm sure no-one locally can play one; and finally what we want 
is more light in the boathouse!ó 

Thatõs all for now, folks. Keep Smiling! - Ken Mills 
 

Reading History Quiz 
 

1. What year did Reading Corporation build the Depot for ôTramsõ and where? 
2. In what year did the last Tram run? 
3. In what year did the first Trolley Bus run? 
4. Which famous World War II pilot crashed 

on Woodley Aerodrome in December 
1931? 

5. Name the Airplane manufacturer that last 
produced Aeroplanes at Woodley? 

6. Which Reading World War I soldier was 
awarded the Victoria Cross? 

7. Who was the first Reading female Mayor? 
8. Who wrote the ôBallad of Reading Gaol? 
9. Which Reading Hospital started out as a 

ôWork Houseõ in 1867, used as a Hospital for WWI casualties and demolished in 2005? 
10. Where is this picture of?  

Answers to this Quiz on the back page but are all easily available through the internet. 
 

A Scout Leader noticed that his new Scouts were having difficulty getting organised for their first cook-out.  
He asked if they had forgotten any essential equipment. "Yes," one boy replied,óMy motheró.  
Murphyõs Law: - Waterproof clothing isn't. (However, it is 100% effective at containing sweat). 
When hiking, you take half as many downhill steps as uphill. 
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Boathouse Report
   

Nearly There: We have to give up the lease of the Warren Canoe Club on 30 April 2011, but fingers 
crossed the new ôWaterside Activity Centreõ, or ôWychotesõ as we have been calling it after the old 
house that used to own the land, will be ready by then. We have had a few unexpected problems ð 

part of the river bank in front of the boathouse 
collapsed  but fortunately ôCanal & River 
Servicesõ who were about to come to the site to 
do some scheduled work were able to extend 
their stay and do the repair as well: thatõs why 
the crane barge is in the picture.  In this picture, 
taken on 29 March, the railings are on the 
balcony and the stairs are being fitted, but there 
is still work to be done on the grounds, and the 

canoe racks have to be made inside the two boat stores on the left side. 
 

The inside is finished, and we held the Harry Becket Memorial 
Dinner there, attended by the Executive and a few local former 
Scouts at the end of February. However the stairs were not in 
place so we had to get special permission to use the building for 
one night only. Six Scouts volunteered to be waiters, and the 
picture shows them having a training session before the guests 
arrived. (They did very well and were congratulated by the Chairman 
and given a round of applause by the guests.) 
 

By the time the next First and Foremost is printed the boathouse should be completed. 
Mike Wyatt - Chairman Boathouse sub-committee. 

 

Running for the New Boathouse 

David Methley (Former 1st Reading Scout) ran in the Reading Half Marathon on Sunday 20th March. 
David (2nd on right) was a Scout in the 1970õs when he took part in the 
Three Towers Event. He ran his first half marathon aged 18 and then 
progressed to full marathons. He then felt he needed a real challenge so 
he took part in the ôKarrimor International Mountain Marathonõ, that is 
two long races  Saturday & Sunday finding a 
hidden route and carrying tent equipment and 
food to survive on the mountains. From 

mountains he then went to deserts - the 7 day 250 km ôMarathon des Sablesõ, 
across the Sahara desert in Morocco, 50 miles a day carrying all food and 
equipment. He is now considering running in the Andes or on the Gobi 
Desert in China! David has now run in over 100 races and celebrates his 50th 
birthday next year and is proud to be still running. Thank you David for 
raising several hundred pounds towards out new boathouse. 

 
 

Annual General Meeting Friday 24th June 2011 at 8.00pm 
This will be our first AGM in the new ôWychotes Water Activity Centreõ. 

Parent ð Friends ð Ex Members ð All are welcome. This is YOUR Group so please 
support us on this evening. 

 
 

One Scout to another: òThe best way to make fire with two sticks is to make sure one of them is a match.ó 
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Beaver Log Chew 

We had an influx of new Beavers join us in September. This was a 
welcome addition to our numbers which currently stand at 17. As part 

of our ôItõs all about meõ introductory meeting for the new starters, we began monitoring the growth 
of the Beavers each term on a height chart. This has proved to be quote a popular activity as they 
are all keen to be the one who has grown the most since last term. 

 

There have been a number of visitors attending our meetings which has 
also been a real benefit. As part of the Friendship Challenge badge, we 
had a presentation from Jo Wright who is a paediatric nurse at Great 
Ormond Street Hospital in London. Ian Willett came in to show and 
demonstrate a number of his unusual bikes. We found out which 
Beavers might be budding ôRobin Hoodsõ when Mark Thatcher gave us 
an archery evening and the Beavers and Scouts were also involved in an 
evening of Judo and Kung-Fu thanks to a visit from instructors Guy 
Burford and Alex Gregory. All of these visits counted towards the 

Heath and Fitness challenge badge. 
 

We have also taken part on a number of visits which have all been well 
attended. These have included mug painting at Leap-Frog ceramics in 
Thatcham and a brilliant tour of the Madjeski stadium. Further to an 
article in the Scout Magazine, we also took advantage of the visits being 
offered by the ôPets at Homeõ stores as part of the Animal Friend badge. 
This visit was a great success with the Beavers having an opportunity to 
handle hamsters, giant rabbits, rats and guinea pigs, and to learn how to 
correctly look after a variety of pets. A number of Beavers also attended 
the District Beaver Campfire which was a really good afternoon of 
entertainment, particularly watching poor Moley getting involved in a 
gruelling rendition of Auntie Mary 
 

With the Olympics looming on the horizon we have also been learning about all things 
international. We have had meetings exploring China, the importance of the environment, and 
endangered species. This year is also the Beaver sectionõs 25th Birthday year and so as well as 
receiving a new badge to wear for the year, we thought it was only right to have a birthday party to 
celebrate the occasion. We are also looking forward to another party in April when leaders and 
Beavers alike will be waiting on our mums at our annual Motherõs Day tea-party. 
 

The section has been continuing to fundraise for the new Waterside Activity Centre. Ratty and 
Otterõs Pirate ship float made one final visit to the group before taking her final visit to the big ship-
yard in the sky. The Beavers also helped to design a 1st Reading tea-towel which raised money to 
buy new buoyancy aids and I will be running the Bristol 10Km on May 15th with all sponsorship 
raised going to the group (please see my fundraising page at www.justgiving.com/Jenny-Copeland 
for further details. 
 

After half term, we will be looking to complete Stage one and two of the IT badge and we are also 
hoping to arrange a visit from St. Johnõs Ambulance with the aim of completing stage one of the 
Emergency Aid badge. We will also be getting a little futuristic as we complete the Imagination 
badge by building robots, and thinking about what life might be like if we lived on a different 
planet. I should also warn you that the junkyard band will also be re-forming so brace yourself for 
another rousing rendition of ôThe Music Manõ!! 

Otter- ABSL Beaver Colony. 
Silly Question: When dog food is new and improved tasting, who tests it? 
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The Cubs 

Well, the cubs have achieved a lot since the last magazine and some of the activities we have 
covered as a group include: performing a risk assessment of the YMCA ð though it didnõt stand up 
when we considered Tank attacks and Meteorites; bringing in the Chinese new year with group-
made Dragons that were then worn; playing a game and then a word search all in Welsh for St 
Davidõs day; helping Foxy make chocolate covered apples; creating a card for Valentines; and 
tasting foods of the world at a special John Lewis visit.  Each activity slots into a larger picture, 
either contributing towards a badge or supporting the fundamentals of the Cub Scout Promise. 
 

We must also make extra special mention to those Cubs that made the Carol service in the 
Childrenõs Ward of the Royal Berks hospital a memorable moment.  Both the singing and gifts 
donated were well received by patients, visitors and staff. 
 

Over the Christmas and February half-term periods we asked Cubs to nominate a badge or badges 
of their choice to work through in their own time or bring into the Tuesday night.  The results of 
this were fantastic.  Though we cannot name everyone, some notables include a visit by Earlõs 
hamster for his Animal Carer; Ethanõs visit to an Art Gallery and plasticine sculpture for the Art 
badge; Seamus and Kieranõs Air Activities work; Amyõs collection of dolphins for the Collector 
badge; Benõs always high level of quality in the World Faith essay.  The Leaders would like to give a 
well done to everyone who worked on gaining their badges and presenting such high levels of 
quality. 
 

In the first quarter of this year we have worked on the My Faith and World Faith badges, while also 
covering aspects of the Challenge awards.   This culminated with a visit to The Church of Jesus 
Christ and Latter Day Saints to experience another aspect to Faith. 
 

The Sixes have been re-arranged: Ben, Earl and Eman are our Sixers; Elen, Mark, Kieran and Owain 
are our Seconders.  At the same time, the Cub Forum has been reinstated to allow the Cubs a say on 
what they want to take out of Scouting.  They have devised games and nominated activities and 
badges that they want to work towards. 
 

After Easter we will see Earl move up to Scouts ð good luck to 
you.  We have said a sad farewell to Heather (Jakala) and her 
future cub(let); and Jane (Foxy) whoõs looked after nineteen 
years worth of cubs! Jane remains with the group organising 
fund raising events, such as the Reading Half M arathon.  Kate, 
Ethan, Ross, Ben and Laura all did a sterling job handing out 
Lucozade to the 12,000+ runners.  Thank you also to Bens Dad 
for mucking in ð parents help is always appreciated. 

 

We have welcomed some new Cubs since the start of the year: hello Abby, David, Joel.  Hello too to 
Satty and Jenny our newest Assistant Cub Scout Leader (ACSL), just waiting on the official papers 
and Ian who is stepping up to ACSL.  Welcome back Tracey and with Dawns ever-ready help, we 
are well covered from a leadership perspective.  
 

Looking ahead we are arranging a visit to one of the Emergency Services that will complete the 
Community Challenge for many; with the warmer weather comes more outside activities; and 
making some of the Cub forum suggestions work could be interesting. 
 

Jon ð Assistant Cub Scout Leader 
 
Silly questions: When they first invented the clock, how did they know what time it was to set it to? 
Which is the other side of the street? Why is a boxing ring square? Why is abbreviated such a long word? 
Why doesn't glue stick to the inside of the bottle? Why can't women put on mascara with their mouth closed? 
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Troop Report 

We are currently at 44 members having recently lost a few who have moved on to pursue other 
interests, and 2 moving up into the Explorer section. Since the last issue we welcome into the Troop 
Catherine Shearman, Yasmin Parris, Georgina Gower and Izzy Grant and hope they continue to 
enjoy their Scouting with us. 
 

Congratulations for: - Promotion to APL ð Ronald Shearman, William Jerome, Zoe Gibson, Daniel 
Whitehead, Thomas Knight, Sam Evans. Promotion to PL ð Jake Willett, Megan Davidson.  
Congratulations to: - Claire McNicholas on completion of her BCU Level 2 Kayak coaching award, 
completion of her Leader Training and award of her Wood Badge, to David Foley on his BCU Level 
3 Coaching award.  
 

In November we held a swimming badge session at Meadway School. This was well attended and 
enabled all of the Scouts to gain at least 1 stage award, with many of them gaining 2 or more. We 
also took part in the District Swimming gala and came third overall. Well done and thank you to all 
the Scouts that attended. 
 

We had a visit from ôAqua Reptilesõ and the Scouts were given the chance to hold or touch various 
creepy crawlies and listen to an informative talk on their habits and behaviour (the creepy crawlies 
that is) 
 

Our Christmas party again proved popular with the bouncy castle giving the Scouts plenty of 
chance to let off steam. We supplied the drinks and the Scouts brought along the food, all of which 
was consumed. After a much needed break to recharge our batteries, meetings resumed in the New 
Year with some back to basics badgework of knotting, mapping and basic first aid. We also had 
some craft evenings to start preparing banners and shields for winter camp. Thanks to Kit for 
arranging this. 
 

In February we had Mark Thatcher from the YMCA run an archery session for us. This was 
followed a few weeks later by an evening run by the judo club. My thanks to Kit the Beaver Leader 

for stepping in at short notice to cover for me and arrange this 
activity. The Scouts thought it was òjokesó learning all the 
various judo and kung fu moves. 
 

In March the Group held a dinner evening at the new Water 
Activity Centre and 6 of our Scouts were chosen to waiter for 
the evening. Our thanks to Jake Willett, Josie Elliott, Josh 
Williams, Megan Davidson, Zach Gardner and Zoe Gibson for 
your smartness and hard work. It was much appreciated by 
all, especially by our guests. 

 

Also this month was our winter camp, held at Walton Firs Activity Centre in 
Cobham, Surrey. I was overwhelmed by the popular response to this event as 
54 attended. As a treat, I was able to hire an old London Routemaster Bus to 
transport to and from camp. This proved a big hit with all. 
 

The weather was perfect for us during the weekend, although a bit cold at 
night, to enable us to enjoy Shooting, Archery, Climbing and Pioneering. The 
Scouts were also making bird boxes, candles, and wood burning their names 
to make personnel key fobs.  
 

Teacher: Did your father help you with your homework? Student: No, he did it all by himself. 
A snail walks into a bar and the barman tells him there's a strict policy about having snails in the bar and so kicks him 
out. A year later the same snail re-enters the bar and asks the barman "What did you do that for?" 
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On the Saturday evening the main hall was transformed into a 
Medieval Banquet Hall, everyone changed into their costumes and 
consumed a 3 course banquet. The evening was a great success, and 
my thanks go out to all the Leaders and Staff who attended and 
worked extremely hard to make the weekend so enjoyable. 
 

We have 7 teams who are currently under training for the 3 Towers 
Hike. Good luck to them all; we will hear how they all get on in the 

next issue. 
 

Assuming the building is 
ready for us we will be 
commencing Troop meetings 
at the new Water Activity 
Centre at the beginning of 
May. This will mark a new era 
for us and we are really 
looking forward to making use 
of the new facilities. 
 

We will also be involved in 
Reading Waterfest in June, and hope to be able to offer a number of rib trips and Sunday boathouse 
days throughout the summer. This looks like it will be a very busy and exciting year for us so letõs 
all get onboard and make it a memorable one.   I think thatõs all for now. 

       Mike Davidson - Scout Leader 
Explorers 

In November 2010 we had 9 Explorers. We celebrated Friday 5th November with a small firework 
party in the courtyard of the YMCA.  There were sparklers and burgers and sausages cooked on a 
BBQ.  The Explorers planned a social evening to the cinema to see the latest Harry Potter film, 
which was attended by all.  A few of us met up for dinner at Pizza Hut first.  Everyone enjoyed the 
film and we are all looking forward to seeing part 2 in the summer.  
 

When we came back after Christmas we gained 3 
new Explorers from the Scouts and I would like to 
take this opportunity to welcome Scott Gibson, 
Michael Shellard and Georgia Blake.  This now takes 
us up to 11 Explorers. Although only just joining us 
Georgia organised a successful climbing evening in 
February at Reading Climbing Centre, where they 
got to tackle two walls one slightly harder than the 
other. They also got to have a go at bouldering, 
which is where they climbed without harnesses on 
walls only a few feet up. 
 

We had Casualty Union visit at the beginning of March.  They are responsible for making up 
realistic casualties and patients for people who teach first aid, nursing and rescue.  They split the 
Explorers into two groups and provided two scenarios.  The first was a burn which was dealt with 
reasonable speedy by both groups. The next scenario was a little bit more serious, with the casualty 
not breathing. Unfortunately this was not dealt with so well, as both groups forgot to call 999!!  
After a debrief there was a final scenario for them to redeem themselves, which they did.  The guys 
from Casualty Union said they were very impressed with how much they had taken on board.  The 
Explorers all said how they enjoyed it as it made first aid more interesting with the real wounds. 
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The Explorers decided they would like to cater for themselves on Winter Camp this year and have 
some parts of their programme separate to the Scouts.  They spent a couple of weeks planning their 
menu and writing a shopping list of quantities.  We then took a trip to Sainsburyõs to price up what 
was needed so they could work out if their menu stands up to the budget they were given.  We 
paired the Sainsburyõs trip up with a couple of games of Bowling down at Reading Bowl which 
went down well. 
 

Winter Camp this year was held at Walton Firs Camp site in Cobham, Surrey, and was attended by 
10 Explorers.  We travelled to and from camp on an old London Routemaster Bus.  The Explorers 
didnõt sleep inside this year as we thought it would be different if they camped.  On arrival they got 
down to erecting their tents. However Friday night was very cold and a few had to move 
themselves inside.  They did all make it through Saturday night as it warmed up slightly.  The 
activities the Explorers took part in were Shooting, a Caving 
Experience and Crate Stacking.  They also had use of a separate 
kitchen so took responsibility for cooking their own meals and 
the clearing up.  Although they were running their own 
programme and meals they did take part in the medieval 
banquet on the Saturday night which was good fun. I am very 
pleased to say that they all made a good effort to dress up.  All 
in all we had a very enjoyable camp and look forward to the 
next one. 

Jade Coombes ð Assistant Explorer Leader 
 

Here are some views from the Explorers of things they have enjoyed recently:- 
òIt was nice to do some different activities on a winter camp. Caving was good fun!ó ð Scott Gibson 
 

òI enjoyed the climbing the most because it was different we got to go somewhere other than the YMCA, it 
was really great. I also like the fact that we were a little more motivated then we used to be and managed to do 
more different activities than just sitting round the table every Friday, it makes Explorers more fun and 
entertaining.ó ð Sam Cuss 
 

òI really enjoyed having more independence on winter camp i.e. creating our own menu and organising our 
own activities. This made the camp feel like it was tailored to the explorers as individuals and not as a large 
group.ó ð Gareth Davidson 
 

òWinter camp was really fun, but I also enjoyed the visit from Casualty Union as they showed us what it 
would be like to deal with a real emergency situation, as opposed to just learning how to put someone in the 
recovery position, or do CPR. They made it seem much more lifelike and realistic which was really helpful.ó ð 
Rebecca Harrington 
 

Diary Dates for 2011 
6th May   Troop meetings commence at new Water Activity Centre 
18th May   Group Executive 
28th May to 4th June  RN Summer Camp on board HMS Bristol 
24th June  Group AGM at the new Water Activity Centre ð 8.00pm  
11th July  Y.M.C.A Annual General Meeting at Y.M.C.A Headquarters 
20th July  Group Executive 
30th July to 6th Aug Troop Summer Camp at Welsh Bicknor 
30th Sept to 2nd Oct RN soccer Sixes Competition 
22nd to 28th Oct  RN Explorer Camp 
 
Inspirational Quotes: If you have knowledge, let others light their candles in it. 
Itõs not how good you are. Itõs how good you want to be. 




