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Issue 188                November 2010 

Chairmanôs Thoughts 
 

This past year has sadly been marked by the passing of two of our long standing 
members. In February after 86 years of continuous service to 1st Reading, our 
President Harry Beckett died. The Group attended his funeral providing a guard of 
honour. Just 6 weeks later we learnt of the death of former Scout and Venture Scout 
leader, Brian Peach.  
 

The building of our new Waterside Activity Centre is now well and truly under way.  
To formally mark the start of the building work, we held a small Ground Breaking 
Ceremony on 9th April to which some of our former Scouts now in their 50ôs 60ôs and 
70ôs came to join with our current Scouts for a blessing of the ground by the Priest in 
Charge of St Peters Church, the Rev Dan Tyndall. Also invited was our MP for Reading 
East, Mr Rob Wilson, on his last official engagement before the General Election. The 
sun shone, the Thames to looked at its best, we could not have hoped for a more 
enjoyable evening, It was wonderful to meet the former Scouts, many of whom had 
not seen each other for over 50 years, all eager to reminisce and compare experiences, 
in particular, of life at camp. 
 

When excavations began for the footings for the new building, the builders dug up a 
large anchor, we discovered this was the anchor to which a Thames barge was moored. 
The barge called the óKielô was the predecessor to the old burnt down boat house. We 
intend to remember both Harry and Brian by inscribing their names along with the 
names of other leaders, onto the flag pole .We will place the anchor at the base of the 
flag pole. 
 

Fund raising for The Water side Activity Centre has become our priority, we have 
undertaken many different fund raising activities throughout this year including bag 
packing at Waitrose on Good Friday, getting sponsored for óThe Three Towers Hikeô in 
April, collecting unwanted jewellery in our óGo for Gold Campaignô. The Beavers joined 
in by collecting coins in óSmartie tubesô, óPirates in Petticoats cycle rideô. Plus numerous 
other fund raising projects by all the sections and leaders. I am delighted to report that 
we have managed to put the FUN back into Fund raising; morale is now at an all time 
high. 
 

In addition to fund raising, many donations have come in from former Scouts, former 
Leaders and former Exec members, charities and Trust Funds. I thank everyone who 
has contributed. 
 

During the summer it has been fantastic to watch the new building grow and 
completion of the building work is expected towards the end of the year. I will of 
course be turning my efforts towards planning Waterside Activity Centre Opening 
Ceremony, to be held hopefully in the New Year. 
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Finally, having mentioned the sad loss of our President Harry Beckett earlier this year I 
would like now to welcome to his role, our new President, Steve Sherwood. Steve is a 
former Chairman of 1st Reading, current editor of 1st and foremost and long standing 
friend of 1st Reading. Steve is without doubt a worthy successor to Harry. I wish him 
well in his new role and look forward to working alongside him.  

Kevin Ware  - Group Chairman 
 

Boathouse Report  
 

Work started In March 2010 but there was only 
just enough money to build a shell building 
which on the outside would have looked like 
the picture but the inside was to be empty. 
 

As work started there was frantic fundraising by all sections including:-  
• Beavers collecting over six thousand pennies.   
• Cubs raising money by helping with water stations for Reading half marathon. 
• Scouts being sponsored in the Three Towers event. 
• Pirates in Petticoats collecting as they cycled along the Kennet & Avon Canal 

from Bath to Reading. 
• Individuals sponsored for ógiving up chocolate ó, or completing a 100 mile cycle 

ride, and others who collected unwanted small gold items for sale, or packed 
innumerable bags in supermarkets.     . 

 

At the same time we received donations from the Gosling Foundation, the Palmer-Eling 
Trust and Englefield Charities, and a considerable sum in total from a number of former 
Scouts, for all of which we are extremely grateful. 
 

As the result of these efforts at the beginning of July we were able to authorise the 
builders to include the fitting out of the building in the contract i.e. the interior walls, 
all the electrics and the fitting out of the toilets and changing rooms. ` 
 

Fortune smiled on us again in August:- 
• First the Berkshire Masonic Charity awarded us £750. 
• Then three Explorers, Sam Bonewell, Nick Coles & Gareth Davidson made a 

presentation to the Youth Capital Fund, and were awarded £13,000. 
• Next Waitrose headquarters awarded us £5,300 for the disabled chairlift, and the 

Earley Charity gave us a further £1,000 to pay for its installation.  
• Finally Festival Republic who run the Reading Pop Festival, gave us £21,000 

which pays for the building roof. 
 

Once again we must extend our very grateful thanks since with these awards we 
nearly have enough funding to pay for the completion of the work.   
To complete the task the YMCA have agreed to loan us £40,000. The builder has now 
been instructed to complete ALL the work including repairs to the river bank and 
landscaping and of course the flagpole ready for Divisions. Hopefully this will be done 
by the end of the year.  
We also need to find the find additional sums to equip the building with tables, chairs, 
cups & plates and cutlery for the fitted kitchen we have been promised. 
 

Then we must pay off the £40,000 loan. This means raising at least £5,000 every year 
until 2018! 

Can YOU please help?               
     

Mike Wyatt - Chairman Boathouse sub-committee. 
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Editors Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The new boathouse is now almost complete and this is a picture that 5 years ago we 
thought we would never see. This has required a great deal of time and effort from the 
many but importantly by 3 people in particular. Quite simply we would never have 
reached this point without the organisational work and enthusiasm of Mike Wyatt, 
Kevin Ware and Vic Hills. As an ex Group Chairman I know only too well just how much 
we all owe to these gentlemen. No words could ever be enough to thank them. 
 

Most importantly we must recognise that we are not just a Sea Scout Group but we are 
a óYMCA Sea Scout Groupô and this has given us credibility and support from places 
and people we would never have gained access to.  
 

Reading YMCA has offered a loan of £40,000 to complete all of the work for the 
boathouse but they have also recognised that the boathouse is only the start and have 
offered the Group a generous gift to be spent on Scouting equipment only, which will 
ensure that the Group is able to continue to offer its full range of activities. 
 

The Group will no doubt be working even closer to the YMCA in future so I thought this 
would be a good time to provide background and history of the superb work that 
Reading YMCA carry out for the young people of Reading. 

Stephen Sherwood - Editor 1st & Foremost 
 

The YMCA History 
The YMCA, which originated in regular prayer and bible study meetings 
of young male shop workers, was established in 1844. George 
Williams, a draper's assistant, is acknowledged as its principal founder, 
and from very small beginnings the association quickly expanded with 
other branches opening both in London and elsewhere. Branches in 
Manchester and Leeds began in 1845, and by 1855 there were 40 local 
YMCAs outside London.  
 

It soon began educational work and provided valuable opportunities for social and 
physical activities for its membership. For example, a series of very successful lectures 
was initiated in London in 1845 and local associations began libraries and introduced 
evening classes. In 1881, the London YMCA acquired Exeter Hall in the Strand. 
 

Silly Jokes 
Doctor, Doctor my son has swallowed my pen, what should I do? Use a pencil ótill I get there. 
Doctor, Doctor I think I'm a bell? Take these and if it doesn't help give me a ring! 

George Williams 
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These premises were used, from 1882, by the National Council of YMCAs, which was 
formed in that year to coordinate the work of all the local associations in England, 
Wales and Ireland.  
 

The YMCA organisation also rapidly expanded abroad, and in 1855 the first world 
conference of YMCAs was held in Paris where representatives of eight countries from 
Europe and North America met and the World Alliance of YMCAs was constituted. In the 
last 20 years of the nineteenth century, associations were set up in Africa, Asia and 
South America. The World Alliance now represents more than 100 countries and, while 

maintaining its Christian outlook, is particularly concerned with world development 
issues and with peace, justice and equality.  
 

The work of the YMCA during the two world wars is well known. During the First World 
War, when the red triangle emblem was adopted by the movement, the major focus of 
the YMCA's work was the provision of YMCA huts. 
These were put up in this country and in the war 
zones of Europe and Africa to provide food and a 
place of rest for soldiers. The YMCA also set up the 
National Women's Auxiliary which recruited large 
numbers of volunteers for its war work. During the 
Second World War, the mobile canteen, known as 
the "Tea Car", was introduced to supply food and 
drinks to troops, other war workers and those made 
homeless by bombing.      A road side canteen provided by the YMCA, near Wytschaete August 1917 
The YMCA provided accommodation for young men from the later nineteenth century, 
and the first purpose built hostels were opened in Cardiff and London in 1912.  
After the 2nd World War, the provision of traditional hostels, together with YMCA 
holiday centres and hotels, expanded, and the association still provides accommodation 
for young people in hostels, self catering flats and other centres.  
 

Since the 1950s, the YMCA has focused on youth work, on health education and 
physical fitness and on training, and, although initially established for young men 
(which soon encompassed work with boys), the YMCA also provided opportunities for 
women and girls from the 1960s. From the 1970s, the association has particularly 
concentrated on the needs of the homeless, disadvantaged and unemployed and is now 
one of the largest youth and community organisations in the country.  

More Silly Jokes 
Teacher: Why does the óStatue of Libertyô stand in New York harbour? 
Pupil: Because it can't sit down! 

Letter from the front during 1st World War 



 6 

National developments and programmes of the last few decades include its National 
College to provide courses for youth and community work; Y Training Services, a 
professional training company which runs, for example, programmes for young people 
with special needs; the establishment and expansion of permanent centres to provide 
outdoor activities; the introduction of YMCA Day Camps for children during school 
holidays; and the establishment of an overseas development agency, Y Care 
International.  

Young Peopleôs Housing ï Reading 
 

Reading YMCA was formed in 1847 under the Presidency of Mr 
Martin Hope Sutton, making it one of the first in the Country. 
In 1893 the Association purchased premises in Valpy Street 
but then moved to a purpose built building in Friar Street in 
1897. In 1920 Arthur Sutton gave óGarrard Houseô in 
Merchants Place to the YMCA. 
 

Reading YMCA moved in 1955 to Southcote Road where it 
provided accommodation for 35 young people in the town. 
Since 1965 it has been at Marlborough House in Parkside Road 
where in the early 70ôs, when combined with Milward Hall on 
Tilehurst Road, over 120 young people lived.  
 

In the late 1970ôs Reading YMCA became one of the early 
hostel Housing Associations, using Housing Corporation grants 

to remodel. In the early 80ôs it disposed of its Milward Hall buildings and consolidated 
its housing, community, youth and childrenôs work on to the Marlborough House site. 
During the last 20 years the number of bed units has been progressively reduced from 
over 70 in order to provide young people with more living space.  Until its closure in 
February 2006, 50 supported beds were provided for young people (aged 16 to 30) 
most arriving without employment and having a range of support needs.  Today the 
YMCAôs in England are together the single largest provider of young peopleôs 
accommodation in the country, providing accommodation to more than 7600 nightly.  
 

The Housing Corporation in response to two reports on the quality of the work and 
building condition survey awarded the association a grant of £2.4 million pounds to 
remodel and provide accommodation suitable for the 21st Century. Thus ensuring good 
quality housing support provided through óSupporting Peopleô funding complemented 
by good quality accommodation to ensure that young people are supported (by staff, 
their living conditions, training and the members and community activities of the 
association) towards more competent Independent living.  
  

The Associationôs Housing provision works because of several key principals and the 
ñsocial infrastructureò on which it is built and which supports it. This includes: - 
focussing on work with Children & Young People, being a membership organisation 
accountable to local member trustees, a long volunteering tradition, seeing itself based 
in and part of the local neighbourhood and community. 40 units of new modern fit for 
purpose in the 21st facilities provide the quality building on which the above can be 
delivered to the high standard we seek. 
 

If you want to find out more about the YMCA please contact me:- Stephen Sherwood 
 

Even More Silly Jokes 
Q: Why do bears have fur coats? A: Because they'd look stupid in anoraks! 
Q: What do you get if you cross a skunk with a bear? A: Winnie the Pooh! 

Friar Street YMCA 
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Someone Who Understands 
 

As I write, England have just scraped through an embarrassing 0-0 draw against tiny 
óMontenegroô. My Sports Paper says ñéEngland & Fabio Capello é. Thereôs no passion, 
no empathy & no real understanding of each others psychology, even languageò 
ñCapello does not ógetô England; does not comprehend the dreams, weaknesses and 
neuroses of players and fansò. He has never comprehended that England Internationals 
are not robots; they are human beings who need reassuranceò 
 

There are times when young people feel that their parents, teachers and leaders just 
do not understand them and donôt seem to care. Just as often, parents and teachers 
often feel that children donôt understand them! 
 

The Bible tells us that there is ONE who does understand us all and does care about 
us; does not treat us as robots. I quote (Luke 12 6-7) ñAre not five sparrows sold for 
two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered. Donôt be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 
ñAnd in 1 Peter 5 v 7 ñCast all your anxiety on God, because he cares for you.ò 
 

So whenever you feel a bit ódownô misunderstood or unwanted, tell God how you feel. 
He WILL understand and help! 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Mum said to Cub Scout Gary ñhereôs a lovely large apple. Share it with your sister and 
remember to be generous.ò ñWhatôs being generous?ò asked Gary. ñWell in this case, it 
means giving the other person more than you keep for yourself.ò Smiling at the 
thought, Gary turned to his sister and said ñYou cut it then Susan!ò 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Not YOUR school, I hope! Sally came home with a prize. ñWhatôs it for?ò asked Dad. 
ñWell teacher asked us what was 20 times 4. I put my hand up and said 38. She gave 
me the prize for being nearest!ò 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Not YOU I hope! The school secretary took a phone call. ñYoung Kevin wonôt be coming 
to school today; heôs not very well.ò ñWho is that speaking?ò asked the secretary. ñMy 
father!ò was the reply. 

Thatôs all for now, folks. Keep Smiling! - Ken Mills 
 

Reading History Quiz 
 

1. Reading is famous for the 3 óBôs. 
What are these?  

2. What was óReading FC'sô 
nickname before the óRoyalsô? 

3. What year was the existing 
Caversham Bridge opened? 

4. What year did Caversham 
become part of Reading 
Borough 

5. The óPalace Theatreô was built in 
1907 and went on till 1960. 
Where was it? 

6. What Reading manufacturer made shell cases for the World War I? 
7. What was the name of the cinema in Caversham where Waitrose now stands? 
8. Reading town centre was bombed during óWorld War IIô. Where was it? 
9. What was the first large park in Reading opened to be public?  
10. Where is this picture of? 

Answers on page 13 but donôt cheat 


